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From the Senior Pastor 
There are millions of reasons to thank God!  He has been so good to each one of us and His goodness has been 

experienced by all of us both in times of comfort as well as times of difficulty.  God has also been good to Pinewood.  
There’s a “buzz” again in the hallways and an excitement about what God is doing in the lives of our people and in the 
ministry of our church. We have many reasons to thank God.  I am thankful for how God is bringing Pinewood through a 
challenging transition.  He is also providing for our financial needs as a congregation and giving us the resources to 
accomplish His purposes for us.  God is good!  But don’t forget that God is also great! 

I wanted to share with you that we have another million reasons to thank God.  Out of the generosity of His people, 
God has blessed Pinewood with a million dollars in gifts to help us continue to build-out the Whited Discipleship 
Center.  This will go a long way towards its completion.  We are procuring the services of an architect to determine the 
total cost needed to complete it.  Soon the Academy will have an additional five classrooms and both the church and 
school will have a full-sized gymnasium to use for fellowship and athletic events.  Our Junior and Senior High students 
will have a huge area to call their own.  They will have meeting rooms for D-Groups and a recreation and meeting area 
for large groups, as well as plenty of space to hang out and play Ping-Pong, Air Hockey, and Billiards.  We will also be 
able to use the gym for meals and congregational gatherings. This will truly be a center for discipleship!  Most 
importantly, we will have a perfect facility for any number of outreach events to impact our neighbors and surrounding 
communities. 

So God is great to Pinewood and it is our desire to proclaim His greatness to all of Clay County and to the whole 
world. So please join me in giving thanks to God for the generosity of His people and for all the millions of different 
reasons we can thank Him each and every day. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
JD 

 
 

Caring & Sharing 
 

Please pray for: 
� Jean Schreiber & family, comfort over the loss of 

Sheldon. 
� Ed & Ed (Jr) Dabbert & family, comfort over the 

loss of Jeannie. 
� Lynne Wilemon & family, comfort over the loss of 

her brother. 
� Ray Austin & family, comfort over the loss of his 

mother. 
� Cindie Koster & family, comfort over the loss of her 

mother. 
� Anne Lamb & Jean Leach, having chemotherapy 

treatments. 
� John Fennell, having back surgery on Feb. 23. 
� Jake Naggiar, having lymph node surgery Feb. 25. 

� - - -  

If you have a prayer request, you can start the 
Prayer Chain by calling Betty Crain.  If you get an 
answering machine, please do not leave a message; call 
the church office (272-7177). 
 

 

� - - -  
Thank you to each person in our congregation for 

the love, support, and prayers during my husband's 
recent illness. God has blessed us with so many loving 
friends and a wonderful church family, and how 
comforting it is to know that love. Sheldon went to be 
with the Lord on January 31st, 2010. He was a 
wonderful husband and I will miss him greatly. 

Jean Schreiber 

� - - -  
To all of the people at Pinewood PCA 
A token of my appreciation 

A special thanks to: Pastor John & Janice Findlay, 
Ellie & Dave Bland, Andrea & Darryl Stahler, Barbara 
Elliott, Cat Bowden & crew, Connie Suggs, Kurt 
Wittman, Pat Ratzlaff. 

Thank you so much for all the support.  Your 
prayers meant so much to all of us.  Jeannie said she 
could feel the prayers coming to her.  I know she is 
now with the Lord. 

 Sincerely, 
 Ed & Ed Dabbert 

� - - -  
 

J.D. Funyak, Senior Pastor 

John Findlay, Associate Pastor 

Rod Whited, Pastor Emeritus 
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Update from the Family 
Pastor Search Committee 

Praise God that He has provided the resources in 
the Pinewood budget to bring on a Family Pastor this 
year to equip us for ministry to Children, Youth, and 
College/recent graduates!  The committee is meeting 
weekly and is working through the process of reviewing 
the many applications submitted, and expects to 
proceed to the next step in the interview process soon.  
Thanks so much for praying for God's will and direction 
to be clear to the committee, as well as the helpful 
comments that many have provided to us.  We ask you 
to continue to pray that God will lead us to His man for 
us, and that he would be onboard by early June!  
 Hal Wilkening, Chairman 
(Committee Members: Becky Gillan, Janet Hofmeister, 
Danielle Euwema, Ben Harris, Larry Thomas, John 
Hamilton, JD Funyak) 

 
Monterrey, Mexico, 
Family Mission Trip 

Were gearing up for this summer’s mission trip to 
Monterrey, Mexico.  Like last year, the trip will include 

families and is also open 
to individual teens.  If 
you’d like to learn more 
about this year’s trip, 
please call team leader, 
Dwight Kingdon 
evenings/weekends. 

We’ll be heading back 
to Monterrey in early July 
for a week to work on a 

project that will be tailored to our team and age mix.  
Last summer’s team included several families with kids 
pre-teen to 18 years old, and we spent the week 
painting, doing light construction/building repairs, and 
helped prepare crafts for an upcoming VBS. 

Monterrey is a mission field ripe for harvest.  The 
missionaries we support there are gracious and the 
people friendly.  This will be a wonderful opportunity 
to serve our Lord and experience missions together as a 
family.  Call Dwight for more information. 

 
Help for Group & 
Ministry Leaders 

Pinewood's website (www.pinewoodpca.org) has 
many tools to help Ministry Team and Small Group 
leaders communicate more effectively and efficiently 
with their members and to reach out to others in the 
community. Updating and changing pages is simple and 
quick with our easy-to-use content management 
software. For more information on how the website can 
help your team, login to the Online Community and 
check out the Group & Ministry Leaders page. 

 
 
 
 
 

FOUR BEDROOM/THREE BATHROOM house for rent in 
Oakleaf. Conveniently located near local stores. House 
is less than two years old, in excellent shape and needs 
to be rented by April, 2010 due to a Navy transfer. 
$1400/month. If interested, please call Joy or Rick 
Curtis. 

� � �� � �� � �� � �
� � �� � �� � �� � �

 
 
 

Our mission in Children’s 
Ministry is to partner with 
parents in bringing children 
into a personal relationship 

with Jesus Christ and 
equipping them to share 
Jesus Christ with others. 

 
 

 

NOT YET IN 
STORES!!! 
Come join us at 
Kids’ Connection 
for the Premiere of 

“Pistachio – 
The Little Boy 
That Woodn’t!” 

Come one…come all!  Invite your family, friends, 
and neighbors to come on out and enjoy the premiere 
of the new VeggieTales movie “Pistachio”. 

In the place of our normal Kids’ Connection 
opening, we’ll watch the film and learn about God’s 
calling and design for children to listen to and obey 
their parents.  The movie teaches through the 
adventures of Pistachio in this parody of the classic tale 
Pinocchio. 

Following the movie, children ages PreK-5th grade 
are invited to stay and join our regularly scheduled KC 
workshops.  All children staying for the workshops and 
new to KC will need to complete a KC registration 
form.  A form can be downloaded from the website, 
pinewoodpca.org, or can be picked up and filled out 
upon arrival that evening. 
 

What to remember: 
• All are welcome to join us for the movie 
• We will begin at 5:15 that evening 
• Children ages PreK-5th grade are invited to stay 

for KC workshops following the movie 
• All children new to KC are free 

Odds & Ends 
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• All children staying for KC workshops need to be 
registered 

• Grownups are welcome and encouraged to join us 
for the movie 

 

Check out our KC schedule:  
Feb 21 – KC – Pistachio Premiere!   
Feb 28 – KC  Mar 21 – KC 
Mar 7 – KC  Mar 28 – KC – Mission’s Focus 
Mar 14 – KC 

 

VBS is on the way and We Need Your Prayers! 
Although it may be cold and wintery outside, 

summer is quickly approaching and preparations have 
begun!  Suzanne Conn, our VBS Director, along with the 
entire Children’s Ministry team are headlong into the 
initial preparations for this year’s VBS, but we are 
especially mindful of the need for prayer during this 
exciting time.  We are in prayer about every step of 
this process and we are asking you, as a congregation, 
to join us as we seek God’s direction and guidance. 

Our desire and request is that each of you would 
commit to praying for VBS over the next several 
months.  Please pray for Suzanne as she readies her 
heart to be a vessel for the Lord, for the various 
individuals that God will raise up in leadership roles, 
that all who will be involved will open their hearts to 
hear God’s call for where and how they will serve, and 
for each and every child that God will bring to 
Pinewood to hear His gospel message. 

In His Service, 
Wendy Malone, Director of Children’s Ministry 

� � �� � �� � �� � �
� � �� � �� � �� � �

 
 
 
 

Angel’s Advocacy Ministry 
Needs Sewers & Crafters 

 
 

 
 
Do you like to sew?  Are you crafty?  Angel’s 

Advocacy works with patients who are being treated for 
a life-threatening illness, many with cancer.  Our 
patients, most of them from our Pinewood family, go 
through many months of grueling treatments.  We 
would like to give them a small tangible reminder – an 
angel or some other similar item - that they can see 
and hold that helps to reassure them that we are 
praying for them as they go through the treatments and 
the side effects.  If you are interested in working with 
others to make these prayer reminders for our patients, 
please contact Connie Suggs in the Angel’s Advocacy 
office at 644-0503. 

 
Take Me Out to the Ballgame! 
The Senior Saints April event will be on Friday, 

April 2, at 7:05pm at the Jacksonville Baseball stadium 
in Jacksonville.  The Jacksonville Suns will be playing 
an exhibition game against their major league sponsors, 
the Florida Marlins.  Seating will be reserved in Section 
114, behind first base.  The group ticket price is 
$18.50.  The Saints invite anyone in the congregation to 
come as well.  Sign-up and payment for the tickets 
must be made at the Senior Saints Booth no later than 
March 14 in order to insure the seat reservations.   

� � �� � �� � �� � �
� � �� � �� � �� � �

 

Buzz on into Second Grade 
 How do you know that you’re meant to be a second 
grade teacher?  Do you just wake up one day and walk 
into a school and announce to the principal, “I think I’d 
like to become a second grade teacher today.”  
Certainly not.  I was given the nickname of Teacher by 
my older brother at a young age.  He would always tell 
me that I had a teacherly look about me.  Well, that 
just did not sit well with me.  I chose every other 
career choice I could to be as far away from my 
brother’s words as possible.  First, I went to school to 
become a Paralegal.  Then, I decided to attend Law 
School, so I took the LSAT and passed the test.  Around 
the same time, my family found out that we had 
transfer orders to Florida.  No law school for me.  Next, 
I spent several years as a graphic designer, which was 
fun but not spiritually satisfying.  Finally, here I am, a 
second grade teacher at Pinewood Christian Academy.  
I’ve been working on my educator certification through 
the state of Florida.  Wow!  My brother knew what God 
had in store for me before I did.  Being obedient to God 
is a wonderful thing, because He has given me a 
precious gift of ministering His Word along with 
teaching academics.  So let’s buzz on into second grade 
and see what kind of buzzy work has been happening 
this year. 
 For starters the students have learned how to write 
a complete sentence. They can tell the difference 
between a subject and the predicate of a sentence.  
They can identify a noun, pronoun, verb, and adjective 

Adult Ministries 
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in a sentence. They love hearing some of the spelling 
rules that helped adults spell in school, like “I before E 
except after C.”  They rush home to ask their parents if 
they remember it.   
 In our first reading unit of the year we have 
learned that the dictionary defines the word kindness 
as having the quality of being friendly, generous, and 
considerate.  In Colossians 3:12, the Bible says that 
kindness is being holy and having a heart of 
compassion.  The students practice this character trait 
daily by helping each other with misspelled words like 
saw (sall), there (thir), and because (bekus).  They are 
currently working on the reading unit of “Let’s 
Explore,” discovering all the wonderful living and 
nonliving creations that God has made for us to enjoy.  
They can tell anyone who asks the difference between 
an insect and an ordinary bug.  If asked, in unison they 
will all shout out that an insect has three body parts 
and six legs.  We have learned the difference between 
a fossil and an imprint.  The students have also learned 
that birds are not mammals because birds lay eggs and 
mammals do not.  Recently we designed our very own 
birdhouses to accompany the story, “Birdhouse for 
Rent,” a story of an empty birdhouse that is wanting 
new tenants as told by the birdhouse itself.  We have 
also learned some new words along the way, like 
personification, (adding human characteristics, like 
feelings, to something nonhuman) and apposition, a 
word that restates or modifies a preceding noun, (for 
example, my daughter, Stacy). 
 In heritage studies the students have learned how 
our great country had to fight for its freedom, what the 
Boston Tea Party stood for, and why there are thirteen 
stripes on the American Flag.  The second graders have 
written their very own Class Declaration just as our 
ancestors wrote and signed our Declaration of 
Independence on July 4, 1776.  During this third and 
fourth quarter we will learn how wonderfully God has 
made our bodies work, how plants grow, what’s inside 
the earth, and the different kinds of sand.   
 Math is one of our favorite things to do in second 
grade.  Listen to Keaton’s explanation why: “I love the 
math.  It teaches me facts. Sow wen I’m a grone man I 
can pay the bill.”  Both Mrs. Toalson and I are beaming 
with pride with his reasoning.   
 Each second grader has a new Pre-K reading buddy 
that we meet with once a month.  The students will 
read to their buddy, make crafts together, and we have 
even performed in a Tuesday Chapel together.  We 
have put on our armor for God’s protection; now we 
are making our way through Moses’ life, watching 
Moses learn to trust God and follow His Word and 
listening to Moses and Aaron tell Pharaoh what the One 
True God has said to do, “Let His people go!”  Pharaoh 
should listen; the Plagues are next. We also look 
forward to each morning’s prayer time.  The prayers 
that come from the students are precious.  They are 
our second grade “prayer warriors.” 
 We have also taken some really fun field trips.  We 
visited Connor’s A-Maize-ing Acres to learn firsthand 

how a farm works.  We also saw Slim GoodBody teach 
us about the inner working of the human body.    
  So being a second grade teacher is not something 
you just accidently stumble into.  God has a great deal 
to do with it.  And I thank Him every day for my 
wonderful and never-a-dull-day second grade ride. 

Serving Him with love, 
Deborah Knight, 2nd Grade Teacher  

 
From the Director of Development 

Thank you so much to all the families, volunteers, 
and sponsors who made our 3rd Annual PCA Family 
Dinner and Auction a tremendous success on Friday, 
January 29, 2010!  Not only was there great food and 
fellowship, but financially, the event brought in over 
$18,500!  God is so good!  This was an incredible 
answer to prayer in light of the current economy.   

We have so many businesses and individuals to 
thank for this success.  We hope you will take the 
opportunity to visit many of them.  We have a 
contributor/donor listing in our auction book, complete 
with phone numbers, if you wish to patronize and/or 
thank these people for their support of our school.  If 
you don’t have a copy of this year’s auction book, 
please feel free to stop by the school office and pick 
one up.  Thank you again, for your time, effort, 
contributions, and prayers.   

Right around the corner is our annual Race for 
Education.  Race Day is Friday, March 19, 2010.  Race 
times are as follows: 
PreK - K :            8:45 to 9:45 AM 
1st  - 2nd grades: 10:00 to 11:00 AM 
3rd - 5th grades: 11:15 to 12:15 PM 
6th - 8th grades: 12:30 to 1:30 PM 

Be on the lookout for those yellow Race letters 
requesting your sponsorship!  This is a great 
opportunity to involve your family and friends in 
supporting Christian education.  The annual race is our 
largest fundraiser to help reach our goal to enhance 
the science, technology, fine arts, and sports programs 
at Pinewood Christian Academy. 

Not only do the students run during their race time, 
but also each class has an opportunity to play on 
inflatable bounce equipment afterwards and then the 
entire school is treated to a free pizza and ice cream 
lunch. 

Pray for a rain free day!  We will notify families if 
there is a need to reschedule due to weather.   

In Christ, 
Jan Horn, Director of Development 

� � �� � �� � �� � �
� � �� � �� � �� � �

 
Deadline for the next newsletter is 

Monday, March 22, 1:00pm 
 


